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Michigan Multipayer Initiatives (MMI) convenes payers, practices, and Physician Organizations to lead the 

transformation of primary care and improve care value, equity, quality, and patient experience in Michigan.  To 

be added to our distribution list, send an email with “Add Me to Newsletter Distribution '' in the subject line to 

multipayerprimcare@med.umich.edu.   Our website is at  https://mimultipayerinitiatives.org/ to share an idea 

or ask a question, please contact Diane Marriott (dbechel@umich.edu or 734 740 0511).    

 

National Academy’s “Strengthening Primary Care” Webinar Highlights 
 
It’s an exciting time for primary care with the National Academy of Medicine, Engineering and Science’s 
(NASEM) hosting of the “Strengthening Primary Care” webinar workshop last month.   NASEM holds a 
special place in the nation’s history since the signing of its charter by President Lincoln in 1863.  The 
publication of their consensus report, Implementing High-Quality Primary Care, catalyzed the Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Health to launch a new national imperative, the Initiative to Strengthen 
Primary Health Care.   
 
This Initiative recently hosted a webinar featuring presentations and discussions on successful primary 
care transformation models and innovations, as well as implementation guidance.   The entire set of 
webinar materials, including slides for each presentation, is available here.  If you missed their March 
event, here are a few highlights: 
 

• Bob Berenson of the Urban Institute discussing the growing drumbeat for a hybrid payment 
model to fund primary care paying teams to deliver care to people.   

• Rebecca Etz of the Greene Center presenting on her work contrasting primary care before and 
after COVID-19 along with commentary about ways to assess accountability in primary care. 

• Chris Koller, President of the Milbank Fund, reviewing the literature and latest thinking about 
where we are on measuring primary care spending. 

 

MDHHS Launches the SDoH Strategy! 
 
On April 5th,  the State unveiled the MDHHS Social Determinants of Health Strategy Webinar, and 

released an overview of phase one of the SDOH Strategy Document entitled the 2022-24 Roadmap to 

Healthy Communities.  The State will start by improving and aligning existing State-administered 

programs with a “health in all policies” lens, and then transition to a focus on making space for 

innovation through new initiatives and cross-cutting programs.  All are also invited to subscribe to the 

SDOH Newsletter to receive updates on the strategy as they are released.   
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For 2022, heath equity, food security and housing stability are the focus areas.  Milestones for this year 
include:   

• Surveying Michigan’s nine Managed Care Organizations (i.e., Medicaid Health Plans) to track 
their current screening system platform as well as barriers and opportunities for closed loop 
referrals based on current system; and 

• Implementing the No Kids Hungry MI Bridges Closed Loop Referral Pilot; evaluate barriers, 
opportunities, and recommendations for expansion beyond food security.  

 

For 2023 and 2024 planned milestone highlights include: 

• Implementing the Primary Care Connections (PCC) workgroup recommendation to fully leverage 
health information technology 

• Enhancing and supporting regional Community Information Exchange (CIE) efforts, leveraging 
the statewide Health Data Utility infrastructure;  

• Ensuring that closed-loop screening, assessments, and referrals are optimized within and 
between regional Community Information Exchanges (CIE) initiatives; and,  

• Providing funding to support community-based organizations onboarding to state Health Data 
Utility infrastructure for coordinated connectivity and evaluation and determine a strategy to 
show the value of capturing social data, how it will be protected, and other concerns.  

 
The State and the Michigan Multipayer Initiatives Payer Leaders from BCBSM, Priority Health and HAP 
through the Social Care Payer Workgroup to find opportunities to align approaches to reduce provider 
burden, incorporate Community-Based Organizations (CBOs), with the goal of improving disparities and 
reducing social care need gaps.     
 

Your Chance to Influence Social Care Data Strategy:  Join the MiHIN 
Workgroup on SDoH and Interoperable Referrals  
 
MiHIN is seeking interested participants to join a limited series work group to provide recommendations 

towards their SDoH and Interoperable Referral goals and plans.  Topics this group will discuss include 

social screenings, social need diagnoses, z-codes, and a social care snapshot relevant for different 

audiences.  Both business and technical aspects are anticipated to be covered.  If interested, please 

reach out to lisa.nicolaou@mihin.org and michael.taylor@mihin.org. 

Status Report on Primary Care First (PCF) in Michigan 
 
The number of Michigan practices remains robust in PCF (over 300) with model implementation going 

well in many practices.   Though contracting with national plans and leakage remain concerns for some 

practices, generally, practices are working hard to comply with model reporting and requirements.  On 

May 18 and 19th practice team members from PCF practices are welcome to participate in the National 

Meeting from 11am to 3pm each day.    

 

Honor National Health Care Decisions Day by Reading “Becoming 

Mortal” 

April 16 is National Health Care Decisions Day, designed to make advance health care planning more 

approachable for people.  As a health professional, you know that health care (“advance”) 
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directives give people an opportunity to proactively declare their preferences.  But did you know that 

only 37% of the US population has one (Yadav, 2017)?  Start with you and your family.  Then, help to 

make patients aware of their right to have their preferences, values and needs honored if they are in a 

position where they can’t speak for themselves. 

In honor of National Health Care Decisions Day, consider reading Atul Gawande’s Being Mortal.  You can 

find it at your local library or bookstore.  Many find it helpful in making conversations about aging, 

illness, and choices more approachable.  It helps us to remember what is important about a life well-

lived.  

 

Learning and Action Network (LAN) Spring Event Registration  

The Learning and Action Network (LAN) is a group of public and private stakeholders that work to 

improve the way that we pay for care.   All are welcome to join their  2022 LAN Spring Event on May 

10th from 3-5 PM ET!  

The event will include updates from the Health Equity Advisory Team (HEAT), a group that has been 

studying techniques to reduce disparities through alternative payment models.  It will also provide an 

update on the State Transformation Collaborative, an effort where CMMI is partnering with 

stakeholders in Arkansas, California, North Carolina, and Colorado to develop approaches that meet the 

needs of their communities using APMs.  Register at HCPLAN - Registration.   

 

Michigan Institute for Care Management and Transformation - 
Training and Webinar Announcement 
 

A list of upcoming trainings, including live webinars, can be found in the News and Events section of 

MICMT’s website:  https://micmt-cares.org/events. For an at a glance view, please find the event 

calendars and event flyers in the “News” section here.   Questions and concerns can be shared at  

https://micmt-cares.org/contact. 
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